
Welcome to Junior Church! 
We see our children as a very important part of our church 
community and we are blessed to have so many attending each 
week. You are very welcome to join us, please either just come 

along on a Sunday morning at 11am or contact our Minister Chris who will put you in 
touch with a member of the Junior Church team. 

What is Junior Church? 

 Junior Church takes place on a Sunday morning and is an integral part of our 
Sunday morning worship.  All the church family begin in church together and then after 
about 20 minutes and a family talk, the children and young people leave for activities in 
the adjoining rooms and halls appropriate to their age groups. 

What ages do we cater for? 

 At the moment we have children from 6 months to 17 years old. We currently have 
three groups, a crèche and pre-school group, a group of school reception, year 1 and 2, and 
a group for those year 3 and above. Those above the age of 12 have activities arranged 
for them as required. Groups can be very fluid according to the ages of those attending. 
We have leaders and helpers for each group and always welcome parents joining in to 
help.  

What do we do? 

 Well we have lots of fun! We do craft work, learn about different Bible stories, have 
discussions, do quizzes and play games all related to the weekly theme. During January 
and February, we have been working on the themes of ‘Kindness’ and ‘Love’. Each week 
towards the end of the session we all come together to do some singing. We learn new 
songs and sing old favourites to be sung in our worship in Church. 

All age worship 

Every second Sunday in the month we have all age worship when the children stay in 
Church for the whole service. There are specific activities laid out in church for the children 
to do during the service related to the theme of the week. 

Special events 

We also organise special events such as the Good Friday Activity afternoon. This year it 
takes place on the 10th of April and will run from 1pm to 3pm for 3 -10 year olds.  We will 
be doing lots of craft activities, making Easter gardens etc. and having fun. At 2.45pm we 
will go into Church for a short service concluding at 3pm. We ask that parents stay with 
any under 5’s and all are invited to join us for the short service. Please let us know if you 
would like to join us.  Sue Miles   suemiles@blueyonder.co.uk 

 



Rev Dr Chris Dowd 

0121 218 5163 

revchrisdowd@protonmail.com   

Time for Reflection……… 

 
Well Spring is here! 
 I think for many of us as the days become longer and brighter that we have an 
upswing in our moods and we start to plan to be more out and about. As winter has 
been a sodden affair I’m hoping for a much drier and brighter spring! 
As a keen gardener this is the time for me to be sowing seeds and starting to plant 
out some of the plants that have overwintered.  In my new polytunnel I’ve already 
got a head start and already have strawberries, aubergines, courgettes, tomatoes, 
cucumber, squash, peas and beans as well as lots others. I’ve already planted out 
berries and they are already settling into their new home. I’m also really looking 
forward to seeing what works in an unfamiliar garden. 
Gardening gives us many things: optimism when you first see new shoots, patience as 
we wait to see how things develop (and things take their own time) and satisfaction as 
the plants that you have carefully nurtured begin to produce their bounty. 
To me gardening and faith both impose a rhythm in my life. The dramatic arc 
that starts with Christmas and finishes at Easter is almost over. Gardening allows 
me to participate in another ageless rhythm of birth, growth and 
completion.  Having these rhythms help me to create meaning and add value to my 
life. 
So, what are the seasons of your own life, what are their rhythms?  What great 
narratives do you participate in?  What makes meaning in your life?  These are 
questions to ponder. 
Have a great few months as the days grow brighter and longer and feel free to join 
us in the many new things we’re trying. 
Happy Easter! 
  
Chris 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                                    
                 Mint Theatre                                                  Enigma Brass Ensemble 

            “Dying for a Drink”                                                                 Spring Concert 

          Sat 14th March 7.30pm                                                         Sunday 15th March 7.30pm 

                Britwell Hall                                                                     Tickets £5 (under 16s free) 

               Tickets £8.50                                                                 Contact Bernard 07773396234 

      ticketsthemint@hotmail.com  

                      

 

  

    Flower Arranging Workshop                                                Holy Week                                 

               Saturday 21st March                                                                 Prayer Breakfast 

                         2.30pm                                                                         Mon 6th – Fri 10th April 

                 Highbridge Hall                                                                             7.30am 

                   Sue 686 9753                                                                           Highbridge Hall 

 

 

   

 Children’s Easter Activities and Crafts                            Pet Service/Earth Day 

                     Friday 10th April                                                                     Sunday 26th April 

                         1pm-3pm                                                                                       11am 

                    Highbridge Hall 

              

 

 

             Send any news and                                                                            

events you would like advertised                                                Check out the Church Website 

                     to Bev                                                                      www.wyldegreenurc-website.org   

  Email:  lyne760@btinternet.com 



  

 

Jane & Philippa Cooke

It seems that dancing has always been a part of Jane Cooke’s life. At the age 

of four she was already learning to tap dance and at the tender age of 22, she 

opened her first ballet school!  During her teaching career Jane has seen 

several girls continue on to university to study dance, and others who have 

joined the Bluebells and other professional dance troupes.  It is always a 

delight when pupils also return to teach in the school, once their own learning   

is over! 

Jane began teaching ballet here at WGURC over twenty years ago, and today it 

continues to be an extremely popular form of exercise and enjoyment. Jane 

remarks “ballet builds strength and good posture as well as excellent body 

balance.”  She, and her daughter Philippa, who is vice-principal of the School, 

now offer classes in classical ballet, tap dancing, theatre craft, contemporary 

jazz and gymnastics for pre-school children all the way to adults, both in 

Britwell Hall and at other venues.  The classical ballet classes follow the Royal 

Academy Syllabus and the children can take examinations three times a year, 

judged by examiners from around the world.  Jane also runs competitions three 

times a year and presents a show to parents and family annually. 

We wish Jane and Philippa continued success and we thank you for your hard 

work and commitment to provide such a worthwhile resource for our local 

community. 

All Dance Classes for all ages including adult during the week 

Contact Jane 07932065949  Jane_cooke_46@hotmail.com 

www.theatredance.co.uk                                                                                       
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                 An invitation to meet………….. 
  Philip Barker            

 Philip was born locally and baptised at St Columba’s Church. 

The family moved to Banner’s Gate URC, where his parents, 

along with parents of prospective cubs, re-founded the 18th Scout 

Group; his Dad as Group Scout Leader and his Mum as group 

secretary. At the age of 11 Philip and his family moved to 

WGURC, when Brian Holyrod was Minister and Barbara 

Burrell ran the Seniors section of Junior Church. 

In 1992, Phil moved to Preston to study Horticultural Technology and Management over 

a four-year period, which included a six-month placement at Birmingham Botanical 

Gardens.  He still felt his home church was Wylde Green but recalls attending the 

Remembrance Service in Preston Town Centre. In 1997 Phil began work at the 

University of Oxford Botanic Gardens.  He attended St Columba’s URC in Oxford 

during his time there. After Phil’s grandad Fred passed away in 1997 – a keen gardener, 

Christian and a volunteer with St John’s Ambulance, Phil felt inspired to take a first aid 

course and was encouraged to support the 21st Scout group back at Wylde Green which he 

also felt called to do.  During this time, Phil also supported the church youth group, and 

remembers a retreat to Barnes Close – the theme was centred on friendship and it proved to 

be a life changing experience for him as, growing in confidence, he felt able to lead the 

themed sessions.  He joined WGURC Bible reading rota and is still an active participant.   

In 1999, Phil moved towards the educational side of science, and joined Bishop Vesey’s 

School staff. He began attending the Christian Union and has helped with Founder’s 

Day Prayers, and promoted Fair Trade Fortnight.   

Phil was effectively diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy before the age of 3 and at the time the 

‘experts’ focussed on the things that he would not be able to do.  However, football and 

scoring his first competitive goal at the age of 10 helped him to disprove the negative 

theory. 

At the age of 28 Phil was invited by the head of Religious Education at Bishop Vesey’s to 

join the staff football 5-a-side games; it took him just over a year to score his next goal!  

2005 saw Phil continue his footballing interest, by joining a mid-week team that his 

physiotherapist and other Christians were involved with.  He volunteered with “Aston 

Villa in the Community” where he helped with children’s holiday activities and also with 

disability football. He felt very privileged to play for and manage a C.P. football team at 

Aston Villa between 2008-11 (Phil scored 130 career goals before retiring!).  This led him 



to explore C.P. sports more widely and he enjoyed his involvement in athletics, football 

and swimming.  Phil is grateful for the keen support he receives from WGURC with his 

swimming.  He has travelled and competed in swim meets at Worcester and also the 

National Championships Nottingham, and says “It has been an amazing experience; 

swimming allows me to leave the crutches to one side.”  Other interests have included his 

involvement in the organisation of the Sutton Carnival between 2000-2009, encouraging 

churches together to be involved.  He has served on Traidcraft and has been involved in the 

augmented Carol Service choir. In 2010 Phil walked the town Fun Run, pledging to do so 

and feeling inspired, after viewing his friend’s medal some 24 years earlier! 

Phil has also been keenly involved in the German church exchange and continues to 

maintain contact with several people involved.  Initially, there were 3 link churches, which 

became 4.  He has visited Germany on four occasions and made some great friends, 

putting his GCSE German to great use!  The last meeting in 2014 saw a group visiting 

us from Wipper Valley representing four churches.  Phil is grateful to everyone who 

hosted and provided hospitality during the exchanges.   

Phil became a church member in April 1999 and is currently serving his 3rd term on the 

Eldership. Recently he proved to himself that he is able to serve communion by utilising 

the kitchen trolley.  He is grateful that he has the opportunity to inspire and to be 

inspired and said “I feel blessed to belong to such a supportive and inclusive church.”  

We too feel blessed in knowing you Phil, and thank you for your hard work, commitment 

and your continued contribution to our church life as a member, Elder and friend.   

Traidcraft at WGURC……… 
                                          Traidcraft was founded in 1979 and has been 

part of our community for many years. 

The organisation advocates the importance  

of organic farming, sustainability and 

transparency to the lives of growers and 

artisans around the world. 

 

The Traidcraft shop at 
Wylde Green URC is 
open every Saturday 

between 10am-12Noon 

Also, after Sunday 
services 
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The uniformed organisations have been an extremely active part of Wylde Green 
URC and today we hear, with help from Simon, about the Scouting Units that have 
been meeting here for over sixty years! 

The 21st Sutton Coldfield Scout group has been in existence since November 1958, when church member 
Ron Close became our first Scout Leader, and with the help of Tesco and other charities, we created an 
anniversary garden, to celebrate 60 years last year! We meet in our hut which is at the rear of Wylde 
Green United Reformed Church, on Britwell Road, and we are a sponsored group by the church. In the 
1990's we became the 21st Sutton Coldfield "West" Scout Group as there were so many groups in Sutton 
at the time that it was felt we needed to be split into East and West. The boundary lies at Birmingham 
Road and Sutton Park. 
We do various activities, trips, visits and camps for all sections and we also have our own minibus.  
We are always looking for Adult help whether you have a child at the group or not so please feel free to 
contact me, Simon Holmes, Group Scout Leader, to join in the fun. (Young person can start a section up to 
6 months before the age – not Beavers).  
 
Mobile:  0776692231                                                                  E-mail: scouts21st@outlook.com 
 
Beavers is on Monday evening      6.15 - 7.30 PM              5 3/4 - 8 years old. 
Cubs is on Wednesday evening     6:45 - 8.00 PM              8 - 10 1/2 years old. 
Scouts is on Thursday evening       7:15 - 8:45 PM             10 1/2 - 14 years old.   
 

All of these Sections accept both Boys AND Girls                    Registered Charity Number 504601 

                                     
                  
    Bible Study                  Midweek Worship                 Grief Support                               
      Tuesdays            & Soup Lunch            Sundays               
10.30am & 7.30pm         12.30pm                               5pm 

Rainbows 

Monday 

Highbridge Hall 

5pm-6.30pm 

 Samara 07732341696 

oliviasrainbows@hotmai

l.com 

 

Wednesday Brownies 

Highbridge Hall 

5.45pm-7.30pm 

Sue Mitchell 

sue@njm.org.uk 

 

Tuesday Brownies 

Highbridge Hall 

6pm-7.45pm 

Sue Jones 475 7643 

teacakes007@hotmail.com

m 

 

Guides 

Wednesday 

Highbridge Hall 

7.30pm-9pm 

  Laura 681 6135 

 



 

 

Centrestage School                      

of Speech & Drama 

Highbridge Hall 

Thursday 

5pm-9.30pm 

Contact:  Rebekah O’Dowd 

admin@centrestageschool.org.uk 

 

Pilates 

Tuesday 

 Room 1 

7pm 

Contact: Emma Tatham 

emtatham@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Britwell Playgroup 

Meet Term Time 

Britwell Hall 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

9.30-11.30am 

2 ½ to 4 years 

Contact: Amy 07860209554 

 

 Badminton 

Monday 

Britwell Hall 

1pm-3.30pm 

8pm-10pm                    

John 355 2631 

Badminton 

Tuesday 

Britwell Hall 

1pm-3pm 

Janet Bradley 382 4136 

 

Irish Dance 

Britwell Hall 

Saturday 

10am-12noon 

Contact: Annie Kidd 

07565534422 

 

Pop in Coffee 

Every Thursday 

10am 

       Alternate at Communitea           

& Highbridge Hall 

Anne 258 4344 

 

Guitar 

 Monday 

Room 3 

7pm-9pm 

 Tim Robinson 

07832981973 

 

Friendship Club 

Board Games 

Tea and cake 

Friday 

Lounge 

2pm-4pm 

Contact:  Ann 682 4662 

 

Toddler Group 

Meet Term Time 

Highbridge Hall 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

9.30-11.30am 

New baby to 2 ½ years 

Contact Beryl  355 1241 

 

Townswomen’s Guild 

2nd Tuesday of the month 

7pm-10pm 

Dorothy Haycock                

0121 353 6360 

mauricehaycock@tiscali.co.uk 

 

One Fit Bump 

Antenatal fitness class 

Wednesday Britwell Hall 

7pm-8.00pm 

One Fit Mama 

Ladies Fitness Class 

Wednesday 8.15pm-9.15pm 

suttoncoldfield@onefitmama.co.uk 

 

 

Enigma Brass Ensemble 

Monday 

Highbridge Hall 

7.15pm-10pm 

 Bernard  07773396234 

bernard@enigmabrass.org.uk 

 

 

Drama Group 

‘Raw Talent’ 

Tuesday Room 1 

4.30pm-6pm 

Contact: Philip Hyde  

07837739452 

info@roundmidnight.org.uk 

 

 


