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Wylde Green URC 

Thoughts for the week commencing 25th January 2021 

This week's thoughts are written by Mark Miles and are based on 

Jonah 3: 1-5, 10 & Mark 1: 14-20 

 

Monday 
 

A man went to see the Pope at the Vatican in Rome and while he was waiting, the man noticed 

a red phone. As he was ushered in to talk to the Pope, he asked, “What's the red phone for?” 

“That's to talk to God,” came the reply. “Really,” the man gasped, “how much does such a call 

cost - it's an awful long way?”. “10,000 Euro a minute, but it's well worth it.” answered the 

Pope.  

 

Some weeks later, the same man went to see the Chief Rabbi in Jerusalem. He noticed that he, 

too, had a red phone. “I don't suppose,” asked the man, “that this phone is to talk to God?” 

“Yes it is.” came the reply. “And how much does that cost?” the man enquired. “Twenty-five 

cents a minute,” shrugged the chief rabbi. “How come it's so cheap?” the man asked, “the 

Pope has a phone like that and it costs 10,000 Euro a minute!” “Well,” grinned the Chief 

Rabbi, “From here it's just a local call.” 

 

In reality we don’t need a red phone to talk to God or need to go to the Vatican or to Jerusalem 

to do so. We each have our own hotline and the bonus is that it doesn’t cost us anything! Our 

hotline is called prayer. Prayer is something anyone can do not matter where we are or how 

old we are. And one of the great things about prayer is that we know that God listens to each 

and every one of us. He doesn’t get distracted, listening to everything we have to say – good 

and bad. Just as much as God listens to us, do we listen to God when he talks to us? Do we 

hear him calling in the night or maybe giving us a sign that we are to follow or are we 

oblivious to everything and go about our daily routine? Maybe sometimes, just like when 

someone calls us on our mobile and after we see who it is we choose to ignore them, we know 

God is calling us, but we choose to ignore. Our readings over the coming days continue to 

explore the theme of “God’s calling” from last week. 

 

Thought for Today  

Are you ready to hear God’s call? Maybe you have heard it but chose to ignore it or maybe 

you are just too busy and preoccupied to hear it. At some point today find a quiet space where 

you are not distracted and see if you can hear God speaking to you or if not reflect on a time 

when you may have heard him. 

Tuesday 

Jonah 3: 1-5, 10  

Once again the LORD spoke to Jonah. 2 He said, “Go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim 

to the people the message I have given you.” 3 So Jonah obeyed the LORD and went to Nineveh, 

a city so large that it took three days to walk through it. 4 Jonah started through the city, and 

after walking a whole day, he proclaimed, “In forty days Nineveh will be destroyed!” 
5 The people of Nineveh believed God's message. So they decided that everyone should fast, 

and all the people, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth to show that they had 

repented. 
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10 God saw what they did; he saw that they had given up their wicked behaviour. So he 

changed his mind and did not punish them as he had said he would. 

 

Today’s reading covers part of the story of Jonah which in itself resembles a classic three act 

play. The first part sees Jonah reject God’s call with disastrous results, in the second we see 

Jonah come to his senses while in a fish’s stomach and finally Jonah emerges as a changed 

man with renewed zeal. 

God delivered the reluctant Jonah from the depths of the sea by providing a large fish or often 

referred to as a whale, to swallow him up and then spew him out. Called a second time whilst 

praying in the fishes stomach, Jonah finally acted on his calling and bravely went East to 

prophesy to the gentiles in a foreign city – the city of Nineveh. After initially running away 

from his calling, Jonah finally acted upon it, trusting God with the mission he was given.  

This time, Jonah was obedient. Nevertheless, his heart must have been in his mouth as he 

approached this unimaginably large city. Israel had a history with Nineveh, capital of the 

Assyrian empire that destroyed the northern kingdom and besieged Jerusalem in the eighth 

century. No Israelite, let alone Jonah, could imagine themselves making this journey, to the 

city of Israel’s doom – especially not with a message of doom from God. The end of the story 

is even more surprising as the people of Nineveh take on board Jonah’s message and repent at 

once. Their lives take a different and unexpected turn, and God responds to their radical 

obedience by offering them a second chance, something that Jonah was not happy about 

despite his own second chance. 

God doesn’t keep a count of our misdemeanours, nor does he expect us to do the same or 

judge others accordingly, but what he does expect is for us to listen to him and act 

accordingly, no matter what we are being asked to do! 

Hymn for Today 

Take my life, and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise.    Havergal (R&S 371 v 1)  

Wednesday 

Mark 1: 14-20 

 
14 After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee and preached the Good News from 

God. 15 “The right time has come,” he said, “and the Kingdom of God is near! Turn away 

from your sins and believe the Good News!” 

 
16 As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishermen, Simon and his 

brother Andrew, catching fish with a net. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come with me, and I will 

teach you to catch people.” 18 At once they left their nets and went with him. 

 
19 He went a little farther on and saw two other brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. 

They were in their boat getting their nets ready. 20 As soon as Jesus saw them, he called them; 

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and went with Jesus. 
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The above passage, albeit quite a short one, seems to have three distinct parts to it – Jesus’ 

message, Jesus’s call and finally the response to the calling each. Over the next three days I 

will briefly touch on each. 

 

Jesus’ message 

In the verses immediately preceding today’s we hear that John the Baptist had pointed two of 

his own disciples towards Jesus and today we learn that Jesus began his ministry only after 

John the Baptist had been arrested. John had been the forerunner, preparing the way for the 

Lord, and he had literally now handed the baton over to Jesus. As Jesus went into Galilee, he 

began his public preaching ministry, proclaiming the good news of God, all as Isaiah had 

foretold. The phrase “good news” can also be translated as “gospel but of course the people 

Jesus was speaking to did not have the same understanding of the gospel that we have today. 

When we hear the word gospel today, we think of the whole story that Jesus came, Jesus died, 

Jesus rose again, and that we may have new life through him. At the time of our reading those 

things hadn’t happened yet, and yet Jesus could still proclaim the good news of God in terms 

of what was happening right there and then. 

 

Good news is something that has been in short supply of late as we continue to negotiate our 

way through our third lockdown of this pandemic. At the time of writing, the numbers of 

people being infected does seem to be reducing somewhat, albeit they are still incredibly high, 

however we do seem to have a light at the end of tunnel as the rollout of vaccines start to take 

effect. But the “good news” of gospel has continued to be here and never gone away even in 

what were, and still remain, dark days. No matter how down we are or how difficult times we 

may find ourselves in, we can always turn to our faith for inspiration and hope. Faith is the 

belief that beyond all darkness, suffering, and failure lies a beautiful light that awaits us and 

that makes our journey worth it. 

 

Quote for Today 

“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness”. Desmond Tutu 

 

Thursday 

Jesus’ Call 

The middle part of the passage shifts to the Sea of Galilee and Jesus’ call on the shores. 

Although we call it a sea, the Sea of Galilee is really an inland lake with the Jordan River 

flowing through it from the north to the south. The lake is about 12 miles long and 7 miles 

wide and is located in the Jordan Rift Valley about 700 feet below sea level. In Jesus’ day it 

was famous for its fishing, and many small towns and fishing villages dotted its shores.  

 

As Jesus walks beside the Sea of Galilee, he sees Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 

into the lake. The nets were circular casting nets and up to twenty feet in diameter with stone 

weights attached all around the circumference of the net. You would cast the net out on the 

water, the weights would sink, and then you would pull the net back in with an attached rope 

that would draw the net together catching any fish in its path. Mark tells us that Simon and 

Andrew were both fishermen, and so I am sure they were quite expert at this and had a good 

career from it. 
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And as Jesus walks up and sees them casting their net into the sea, he issues his call to them: 

“Come, with me,” Jesus said, “and I will teach you to catch people.”  When Jesus called the 

disciples, just as he calls us today, he called them to follow him. This was not a call to follow a 

religion or a set of teachings or a way of life, but a call to follow a person. And this is still true 

today. Just as the fishermen were called to follow Jesus we are also called to do the same – but 

are we listening? Can we hear him calling us? And if you can hear him calling, are we going to 

do anything about it? 

 

Prayer for Today 

Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if You lead me. 

I will hold Your people in my heart      Dan Schutte 

Friday 

Response to a call 

The final verses of the reading are about the response to a calling. What should be our 

response to Jesus’ call? Mark presents the disciples’ response in a positive light as something 

that we should follow in our own lives. Their response was two-fold. First, they immediately 

obeyed Jesus’ call, and secondly not only did the disciples immediately respond in obedience 

to Jesus’ call, they left everything behind to do it picking up James and John a little further 

down the road who similarly dropped everything to follow Jesus. What a leap of faith these 

men took on that day to literally drop everything, including their nets, their business and even 

their father to follow Jesus. Would we have done the same if Jesus walked into our workplace 

and called us to follow him without delay? I’m not sure about you, but I’m not sure I would 

have. 

 

The disciples, along with Jonah in Tuesday’s verses, left everything behind in order to follow 

Jesus and God respectively. In fact, following Jesus is actually a whole series of leaving things 

behind. When we first begin to follow Jesus, we leave our old way of life behind, but as we 

continue to follow, we will have to leave other things behind along the way. This raises a 

number of questions - what might God be asking you to leave behind? What is standing in the 

way of you following Jesus today? Are we brave enough to take that leap of faith into the 

unknown not quite knowing what lies ahead of us? Only as individuals can we answer these 

questions, but when we do we should remember that the answers we give are to God and only 

he will be judge as to whether they were the right ones or not. Are you ready to answer this 

question and turn and follow him? 

 

Hymn for Today 

Lord, your summons echoes true 

when You but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me.       Maule & Bell. (R&S 558 v4) 


