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Wylde Green URC 

Thoughts for the week commencing 20th January 2020 

This week's thoughts are written by Mark Miles and are based on 

Isaiah 49: 1-7, John 1: 29-42 and Corinthians 1: 1-9 

 

Monday 

Isaiah 49: 1-7 

Listen to me, distant nations, you people who live far away! Before I was born, the LORD chose 

me and appointed me to be his servant. 2He made my words as sharp as a sword. With his own 

hand he protected me. He made me like an arrow, sharp and ready for use.3 He said to me, 

“Israel, you are my servant; because of you, people will praise me.” 4 I said, “I have worked, 

but how hopeless it is! I have used up my strength, but have accomplished nothing.” Yet I can 

trust the LORD to defend my cause; he will reward me for what I do. 5 Before I was born, the 

LORD appointed me; he made me his servant to bring back his people, to bring back the 

scattered people of Israel. The LORD gives me honour; he is the source of my strength. 6The 

LORD said to me, “I have a greater task for you, my servant. Not only will you restore to 

greatness the people of Israel who have survived, but I will also make you a light to the 

nations— so that all the world may be saved.” 7 Israel's holy God and saviour says to the one 

who is deeply despised, who is hated by the nations and is the servant of rulers: “Kings will see 

you released and will rise to show their respect; princes also will see it, and they will bow low to 

honour you.” This will happen because the LORD has chosen his servant; the holy God of Israel 

keeps his promises. 

 

To be called by God is a thing of Joy and possibly terror in possibly equal amounts. In today’s 

reading from Isaiah, the second servant song, the prophet Isaiah speaks of his calling as 

something to which he had no choice. Like Jeremiah, he cannot remember a time when he was 

unaware that he had been called by God and that this calling was the foundation of his whole 

being. Having heard his calling, Isaiah declares that the country of Israel was called, named, 

created and chosen to be God’s people and he was to act as a servant to bring God’s glory. But 

this was not just to be to Israel but to the whole world.  

 

Here we have someone in Isaiah who has found God, received his calling and made promises in 

return but then received what must have felt a monumental task. I guess he may have felt ill 

equipped to carry it out. He may well have felt lonely at the time trying to do this predominantly 

on his own, and not having anyone to share the burden with, something that isn’t an issue for us 

today. We are lucky at Wylde Green to have such a good fellowship and fellow Christians with 

whom we can talk and discuss our faith with. It is through such discussions that we understand 

more and our faith can become stronger. And what better way to do this than to make a belated 

New Year’s Resolution and join a house group or attend one of our new mid-week worship 

sessions? 

 

Prayer for Today 

Lord God, we give thanks for our fellowship and for being able to discuss our faith openly with 

them. As we pray we remember those Christians who worship you under the threat of 

persecution and ask that you will give them strength and keep them safe. Amen 
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Tuesday 

John 1:29-34 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “There is the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming 

after me, but he is greater than I am, because he existed before I was born.’ 31 I did not know 

who he would be, but I came baptizing with water in order to make him known to the people of 

Israel.” 32 And John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from heaven 

and stay on him. 33 I still did not know that he was the one, but God, who sent me to baptize with 

water, had said to me, ‘You will see the Spirit come down and stay on a man; he is the one who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen it,” said John, “and I tell you that he is the Son of 

God.” 
 

In today’s reading, John presents a carefully constructed summary of God’s revelation in Jesus. 

John’s gospel does not provide us with a direct account of Jesus’ baptism that Ed covered last 

week, but the words of John the Baptist suggest that he himself did not know who Jesus truly 

was until he saw the Holy Spirit descend on him on that day. John was now though able to 

proclaim five truths that have been revealed to him: 

 

• Jesus existed before John; 

• Jesus is the one upon whom the Holy Spirit descends and remains; 

• Jesus baptises with the Holy Spirit; 

• Jesus is the Son of God; 

• Jesus is the Lamb of God. 

 

John wants people to know that following Jesus is of greater importance than following him 

because he is the Son of God, but he also calls Jesus “The Lamb of God”. In fact the passage 

above is entitled “The Lamb of God”. To describe Jesus in this way was to build upon the 

scriptures – as far back as Genesis when Abraham said that God will provide a lamb for a burnt 

offering, his Son. When the Jewish people of Jesus’ time came to the temple in Jerusalem it was 

the custom to sacrifice an animal – most often a lamb, and the blood of that animal was shed so 

the sins of that worshipper were cancelled and forgiven. This passage is clearly foreseeing the 

sacrifice that Jesus was to make for us, something we celebrate every time we take Communion.  

 

We are not quite sure who John was talking to, but we do know that he was never backwards in 

coming forwards and was happy to tell others around him about Jesus, again demonstrated by 

the latter part of the reading where he gives a personal testimony. Just as John’s actions were 

important 2000 years ago they should be an example to all of today. Only by sharing our own 

accounts and telling others will God’s word spread and his Kingdom get ever closer. 

 

Hymn for today 

Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne; 

hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 

all music but its own! 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 
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and hail him as thy matchless King 

through all eternity.        (Bridges & Thring R&S 262)  

 

Wednesday 

John 1:35-42 
35 The next day John was standing there again with two of his disciples, 36 when he saw Jesus 

walking by. “There is the Lamb of God!” he said.37 The two disciples heard him say this and 

went with Jesus. 38 Jesus turned, saw them following him, and asked, “What are you looking 

for?” They answered, “Where do you live, Rabbi?” (This word means “Teacher.”) 39 “Come 

and see,” he answered. (It was then about four o'clock in the afternoon.) So they went with him 

and saw where he lived, and spent the rest of that day with him. 40 One of them was Andrew, 

Simon Peter's brother. 41 At once he found his brother Simon and told him, “We have found the 

Messiah.” (This word means “Christ.”) 42 Then he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 

said, “Your name is Simon son of John, but you will be called Cephas.” (This is the same as 

Peter and means “a rock.”) 

 

In yesterday’s verses we were unaware of who John was talking to, however in today’s passage 

we learn that he was with two of his followers when he said “Here is the lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of world”. I think there is something remarkably ordinary in the way in which the 

two disciples are introduced to Jesus – overhearing this remark about Jesus being the “Lamb of 

God”, yet something resonated with them, and they decide to follow him, pretty much inviting 

themselves round to his house. The followers were looking for something, but did not really 

know what, but suddenly seemed to find it, here with Jesus. 

 

The question of “what are you looking for?” along with responding and acting upon a calling is 

at the centre of this week’s readings. What are we each looking for as individuals and more 

importantly what is Jesus and God looking for in us? The two disciples clearly recognised Jesus 

as a Rabbi and wanted to speak with him and receive an invitation to “come and see” with Jesus. 

After spending time with Jesus they were able to declare that he was the Messiah. The Jews had 

been waiting for the Messiah to come for centuries and here he was! And so it is no surprise that 

Andrew rushes off to find his brother to introduce him to Jesus. Andrew’s faith led him to 

introduce Peter to Jesus and so the word spread. 

 

The only way to truly learn with Jesus is to acknowledge his calling, to stay with him, and then 

to live according to his ways. Faith is not about believing in facts. Faith is about having a living 

relationship with Jesus something that we can all do by living our lives in the way in which he 

calls us to do.  

 

Reflection for Today: Have you acknowledged your calling and live your life reflecting your 

living relationship with Jesus? 

 

Thursday 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

From Paul, who was called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our 

brother Sosthenes— 2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to all who are called to be 

God's holy people, who belong to him in union with Christ Jesus, together with all people 
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everywhere who worship our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: 3 May God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 

 

What a nice warm way to start a new book in the Bible. In fact Paul starts many of his letters in 

this warm encouraging way - take a look if you get chance. Each and every one of us has 

received some form of calling and in turn we have made promises to follow Jesus and God in all 

we do. For Paul it was to be an Apostle, for others that calling is to lead worship, to undertake 

charity work, to support others pastorally and even become an Elder of the United Reformed 

Church and a serving Elder here at Wylde Green. Whatever that calling is and whatever we are 

asked to do we can do so in the knowledge that the Holy Spirit is with us all the way.  

 

This week we celebrated and inducted new serving Elders into Wylde Green as they have 

received, and accepted a calling to become Elders in our local church. There are however many 

other ways in which you can put your calling as described by Paul into action. Have you found 

and volunteered for yours yet? 

 
Hymn for today: ill you come and follow me 

    if I but call your name? 

    Will you go where you don’t know 

    and never be the same? 

    Will you let my love be shown, 

    will you let my name be known, 

    will you let my life be grown in you, 

    and you in me?      (G Maule & J Bell R&S 558) 

 

Friday 

1 Corinthians 1: 4-9 
4 I always give thanks to my God for you because of the grace he has given you through Christ 

Jesus. 5 For in union with Christ you have become rich in all things, including all speech and all 

knowledge. 6 The message about Christ has become so firmly established in you 7 that you have 

not failed to receive a single blessing, as you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He 

will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be faultless on the Day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 9 God is to be trusted, the God who called you to have fellowship with his Son Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

 

Paul’s concluding words for the week give thanks to God for the fact that the people with whom 

he has been speaking have accepted Jesus’ invitation to follow him. He does however issue a 

word of warning and reminds them that their salvation is not through any of their actions, but a 

gift from God. And what a way to finish the week with the words in verse 9. No matter what any 

of us are going through, good, bad or indifferent we should trust God in all we do and we should 

“give thanks with a grateful heart”. 

 

Song for Today 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

give thanks to the Holy One; 

give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ, His Son.        (H Smith; MP170) 


