
   

               
It was on Tuesday 18th November 1969 that the first 
playgroup meeting took place in Britwell Hall, and 50 
years on the playgroup continues to thrive, offering local 
families a valuable community activity. 
Initially, a group of local Mum’s with their young children decided to meet up in their own 
homes, to spend some time together in fun and fellowship. It soon became apparent that 
larger premises were required and so in November 1969 the Britwell Playgroup was 
established here in Britwell Hall. 

The success and longevity of the playgroup is due to the incredible hard work, 
commitment and support of parents, and this includes Gill West and Diane Rowledge who 
joined as staff members in 1979 and 1988 respectively, after first volunteering when their 
own children attended.  They both retired in 2015 and other parents stepped forward to 
run the sessions, including Amanda Mallett, Gemma Ireland and Amy Parsonage, who is 
now the organiser.  

Amy, who has been associated with the playgroup for thirteen years told me “It is a good 
old-fashioned playgroup that offers a wide variety of playing and learning opportunities 
for children.”  The activities on offer include sand play, water play, construction, role play, 
painting and creative, a large variety of books and many other toys to develop 
independent free play.  They also have a variety of large equipment to encourage 
physical activity including a fabulous climbing frame. 

The playgroup is non-profit making and any excess funds generated are used to develop 
and improve the equipment and activities for the children.  Amy said “It’s great that some 
of the parents of children there now, once attended the playgroup as children themselves,” 
and added “Fifty years is an amazing achievement and I am really proud to be a part of 
it.”  Thank you, Amy and all the playgroup team, for all of your hard work and for 
providing a wonderful, welcoming and friendly place for children to have fun and enjoy 
themselves. 

Playgroup Sessions are Term Time:  Wednesday Thursday Friday 9.30-11.30am 

Contact: Amy 07860209554 



Time for Reflection……… 
‘Christ for the World’ 

As I look outside my window, it is raining, windy and getting colder, yet just over a week ago, Sue and I 

were basking in the sunshine as the temperature soared to 30 degrees Celsius. Where were we? We were on 

a Caribbean cruise. Yet despite the difference in weather and temperature, Christmas was as much in the air 

in the Caribbean as it is here. 

One of the striking aspects of the Caribbean for Sue and myself was the relatively high visibility of faith in 

everyday life. Let me give you some examples. 

During a shore excursion on Grand Turk, our tour stopped outside a rural church and we were urged to take 

a look inside. Within seconds of stepping into the church we were greeted by the local minister who wasted 

no time in welcoming us and inviting visitors to join in the forthcoming worship if they so wished. Well 

perhaps that is what you would expect in a church setting, but later in our cruise we had some similar 

experiences. 

A few days later we stopped off at St. Lucia and after visiting the rain forest, we stopped for refreshments at 

a beautiful hillside restaurant. As we drank and ate our refreshments, we listened to the background music 

playing which was a very boisterous Caribbean version of ‘How great Thou art’. Two of our fellow tourists 

remarked, ‘Why are they playing this? It isn’t Sunday is it?’ This great hymn was followed by a whole range 

of modern worship songs finishing with Robin Mark’s classic ‘These are the days of Elijah’. When I went to 

get a drink, there on the wall were the words to ‘Make me a channel of your peace’. The ethos of the 

restaurant was very clear! 

During our time in Barbados, as we walked through the streets of Bridgetown, Salvation Army 

representatives seemed to be everywhere. They were collecting for the homeless and those in need and were 

obviously well regarded by passers-by. Just in case you missed them, they rang little bells to make sure you 

were doubly aware of their presence! 

Towards the end of our cruise, the time came for us to make our way to Barbados airport. The coach driver 

was very friendly and informative. As we arrived at the airport he came onto the loudspeaker. I was 

expecting a suggestion of a tip. However, what we got was a blessing from him that God would be with us 

all and keep us safe as we travelled onward. He got a good tip anyway! 

I think what struck Sue and I during our time in the Caribbean was the ease with which many ordinary 

people carried their faith into the communities in which they lived and worked – it was not an add on, but 

simply part of who they were and that included sharing their Christian faith in a non-intrusive but caring 

manner. The opportunity and confidence to share your faith in such an easy manner suggests communities 

who are happy and willing to hear the message. 

I wonder if at Wylde Green, as God’s people we can be as outgoing and comfortable sharing our faith in our 

local communities and in doing so perhaps those living and working in Wylde Green and Boldmere may 

become ever more receptive to hearing that message of Jesus as part of everyday community life. 

In the words of Samuel Wolcott’s hymn, ‘Christ for the World we sing’.  

Every Blessing  Adrian Miles            Tuesdays 10.30am           Bible Study 

                                              and 7.45pm 



Britwell Hall was added to the church 

buildings in 1933 to encourage 

community based activities which 

included tea dances, exercise classes 

and amateur drama groups. 

           

                                                                     

                                                   
                                                       

                Groups that meet regularly in Britwell Hall today :- 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

1933 also saw a thriving Church 
School and pupils proudly wore the 

badges presented to them. 

Britwell Playgroup 

Meet Term Time 

Britwell Hall 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

9.30-11.30am 

2 ½ to 4 years 

Contact: Amy 07860209554 

Ballet 

Classes for all ages inc. adult during 

the week 

Contact Jane 07932065949 

Jane_cooke_46@hotmail.com 

www.theatredance.co.uk 

 

One Fit Bump 

Antenatal fitness class 

Wednesday Britwell Hall 

7pm-8.00pm 

One Fit Mama 

Ladies Fitness Class 

Wednesday 8.15pm-9.15pm 

suttoncoldfield@onefitmama.co.uk 

 Badminton 

Tuesday 

Britwell Hall 

1pm-3pm 

Janet Bradley 

Badminton 

Monday 

Britwell Hall 

1pm-3.30pm 

8pm-10pm 

John 355 2631 

johnamturney@btinternet.

com 

Irish Dance 

Britwell Hall 

Saturday 

10am-12noon 

Contact: Annie Kidd 

07565534422 

 

mailto:Jane_cooke_46@hotmail.com


 

  

Games Night         with Pie and Mash Supper 

                                  Saturday 11th January  6pm  Britwell  Hall  

                                  £3.50pp or £12 Family         Contact Elaine  354 7891 

 

Aldridge Youth Theatre

             The Pied Piper                                                                                                                      
Saturday 18th January   2.30pm 

                                                                                  £9/£8 concessions  

                                                              Contact Bev 384 5464   

 

        Fundraising Quiz Night 

Oliver ’68 holiday scheme for children 

Friday 31st January 7pm Teams of 6 

Westfield Court Hotel, Wylde Green, B72 1DJ 

£10pp includes fish and chip supper/veg alternative  

Contact Kay Monk 351 2943 email: Catherine.monk@yahoo.com 

  

 

 

Check out the church website: 

www.wyldegreenurc.org.uk 

Send any news and events you 

would like advertised to Bev     

Email:  lyne760@btinternet.com 

mailto:Catherine.monk@yahoo.com


The uniformed organisations have been an extremely active part of Wylde Green 
URC and today we hear, with help from Pam Dicken, about the Guiding Units that 
have been meeting in Highbridge Hall for well over thirty years.

 

The Rainbow Unit is aimed at girls aged 5-7, and is all about learning by 
doing while also having fun.  Brownies for girls aged 7-10 is about trying 
new things that teach girls about themselves, about their local 
community and also the world.  Guides take you up to age 14 and then 
Rangers up to 18.  Each session involves playing games, and working on a 
variety of badges which can be as diverse as baking, book loving, 
blogging and bushcraft, or even camping, charities and campaigning. 
There are regular days out, weekends away, guide holidays and camps.  
The Queen’s Guides Award enables girls to develop their skills and 
confidence, to work as part of a team, and to speak about issues they 
care about.  The Baden Powell challenge Award which has been running 
for 35 years now, is the highest award that a guide can obtain and 
involves sustained effort and challenge over a long period of time, 
celebrating all that has been achieved by the guide taking part. 

 

 

   

 

 
 Simon from the Scouting Unit has advised that there are still places available at 
Beavers and Scouts for anyone 5 ¾ to 8 and 10 ½ to 14. 

Beavers 

Scout Hut 

Monday 6.15pm-7.30pm 

Contact Simon 

scouts21st@outlook.com 

 

Cubs 

Scout Hut 

Wednesday 6.45pm-8pm 

Contact Simon 

scouts21st@outlook.com 

Scouts 

Scout Hut 

Thursday 7.15pm-8.45pm 

Contact Simon 

scouts21st@outlook.com 

Rainbows 

Monday 

Highbridge Hall 

5pm-6.30pm 

 Samara 07732341696 

oliviasrainbows@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Tuesday Brownies 

Highbridge Hall 

6pm-7.45pm 

Sue Jones 475 7643 

teacakes007@hotmail.com 

 

 

Wednesday Brownies 

Highbridge Hall 

5.45pm-7.30pm 

Sue Mitchell 

sue@njm.org.uk 

 

Guides 

Wednesday 

Highbridge Hall 

7.30pm-9pm 

  Laura 681 6135 





 

Kids Zone………………

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

                                               

 

                                                                                                              

 

 

Toddler Group 

Meet Term Time 

Highbridge Hall 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

9.30-11.30am 

New baby to 2 ½ years 

Contact Beryl  355 1241 

Guitar 

 Monday 

Room 3 

6.30pm-9.30pm 

 Tim Robinson 

07832981973 

Enigma Brass Ensemble 

Monday 

Highbridge Hall 

7.15pm-10pm 

 Bernard  07773396234 

bernard@enigmabrass.org.uk 

Drama Group 

‘Raw Talent’ 

Tuesday Room 1 

4.30pm-6pm 

Contact: Philip Hyde  

07837739452 

info@roundmidnight.org.uk 

Pilates 

Tuesday 

 Room 1 

7pm-10pm 

Contact: Emma Tatham 

emtatham@hotmail.co.uk 

Centrestage School of 

Speech & Drama 

Highbridge Hall 

Thursday 

5pm-9.30pm 

Contact:  Rebekah O’Dowd 

admin@centrestageschool.org.uk 

Friendship Club 

Board Games 

Tea and cake 

Friday 

Lounge 

1pm-4pm 

Contact:  Ann 682 4662 

Townswomen’s Guild 

2nd Tuesday of the month 

7pm-10pm 

Dorothy Haycock 0121 353 6360 

mauricehaycock@tiscali.co.uk 

Pop in Coffee 

Every Thursday 

10am 

Alternate at Communitea 

           & Highbridge Hall 

Contact:    Anne 258 4344 



An invitation to meet………….. 
Sian and Naomi Hancock            

Sian was born in Cardiff during the 1970’s. From just a few weeks 

old, she grew up as part of the church family at Grand Avenue 

United Reformed Church. Even today, she continues to receive 

Christmas cards and messages from them.  

The first minister at the church that she remembers was Miss Mary 

Evans.  Sian says you always knew you were going to busy when she would say, ‘I’ve 

had an idea…’ (Sound familiar?)  Some of the projects she was part of included: building 

an inflatable whale to go on the back of a lorry at the local festival. A large roll of plastic 

sheeting was acquired and the minister wanted the church to decorate a lorry as ‘Jonah 

and the whale’. She remembers her father (and many others) crawling all over the floor 

with soldering irons to shape and attach the plastic while, her mother and a host of other 

people were making sailor hats for the children to wear. The whale was inflated by 

reversing the pipe in a vacuum cleaner. Half the church later ended up piled onto the lorry 

for the festivals. 

During the early 1980’s, when unemployment was rife in the area, the Church began 

play-schemes. They ran for four weeks every summer and all the children, couldn’t wait! 

Everyone from the church was involved- from making the tea and selling sweets to 

cutting, painting and playing games. The play-schemes were deliberately low cost (10p a 

day) so, everyone could attend. They were bible story based and a lot of fun. It was in the 

days before numbers were restricted so they often averaged 100 children and 80 adults 

each day! Gradually, many other churches in the area also ran play-schemes and so they 

really did become a more united community. Eventually, when at university, she ran her 

own play scheme in Batheaston, Bath. 

Sian remembers her mother and Miss Evans were always fundraising as, otherwise, most 

children in the Church would not have had holidays. Between them, many of the Sunday 

school attended National URC events such as Inters and Seniors camps, Connect (in both 

Derby and London) and URC Holiday Forum- which Naomi and Sian continue to love 

and go to today.  Sian has also encouraged another family from Wylde Green to join 

them each year. She has been part of the Forum steering group on two occasions and says 

it was a fabulous experience. Sian remarks that these events have always had a 

significant influence on her faith. 

Unfortunately Grand Avenue Church closed in 2013 and Sian was invited back to tell a 

story in the service. This meant a great deal to her. 



After moving to Bristol and trying various churches she became a member Redland Park 

URC. They had two choirs- one for Sundays and one which sang Roger Jones and 

similar musicals. She joined the musical choir as she had sung most of them in Grand 

Avenue as a child.  

However it was not long before she moved and settled in Birmingham. 

She saw the signpost for Wylde Green URC while trying to navigate to Sutton Coldfield 

in 2004. She remembers tentatively hiding in the back of the church and, much to her 

daughter’s disapproval, continues to sit near there today. When Naomi was born, they 

joined Play and Praise- which she says was a lifeline for both of them and was an 

introduction to new friends and events. 

As Naomi has grown, and their circumstances have changed, Wylde Green URC has 

played a large part in their lives. Naomi loves the sessions on Good Friday. She is happy 

being in the ‘older group’ in Junior Church as, she enjoys challenges and discussions 

and, most importantly, she values her church friendships. The new events which Chris 

has introduced such as the Christingle service and Carols with fireworks have been 

welcomed as they can do them together and Naomi has been desperate to attend.  

Sian works in a Catholic School (Naomi attends there too), and she says the work of God 

really does flow through their lives in different ways. Sian says often, school and church 

life merge: being able to offer Oliver ’68 holidays to some children has been wonderful 

and, offering prayers, video clips and songs she learnt from worshiping at church to her 

class worship has completed a cyclical process.  

Naomi says she loves the outdoors and is really enjoying cubs. She likes to be active and 

she thinks everyone should go to Holiday Forum as there are so many exciting things to 

do for adults and children. It is lovely that we are able to welcome Sian’s parents on their 

frequent visits to Sutton Coldfield. 

To conclude, Sian says “Naomi and I have endured some difficult times but, throughout 

it all, God has been with us and, we always try (with his guidance) to do what he wants 

us to do.  We enjoy being a part of Wylde Green and, I hope and pray that Naomi is 

valued by the people of Wylde Green as I was in Grand Avenue as a child, especially 

because we are such a small family.” 

 



Rev Dr Chris Dowd 

0121 218 5163 

revchrisdowd@protonmail.com   

Worship and Services 

We have a new and exciting worship structure for 2020 using the theme  
Fruits Of The Spirit. 

      January = Kindness         February = 

                    

                                         

                    Sunday morning family worship begins at 11am  

                                  Including Junior Church                         

12th January & 9th February children stay in for whole service for                        

child friendly worship 

19th January & 16th February worship includes communion 

26th January & 23rd February Vertical church adults and children 

will have opportunity to engage in a breakout activity or remain in the 
service 

Sunday Evening worship begins at 6.30pm 

5th January & 2nd February – Meditation 

12th January & 9th February – Communion Service 

19th January & 16th February – Meditation 

26th January & 23rd February – Film & discussion 

 

 



Traidcraft at WGURC……… 

 
                                          Traidcraft was founded in 1979 and has been 

part of our community for many years. 

The organisation advocate the importance  

of organic farming, sustainability and 

transparency to the lives of growers and 

artisans around the world. 

 

 

 

For the last 40 years, Traidcraft has pioneered fair trade.  Now we have the 
following three themes very much at the heart of every decision we make. 

TRADE JUSTICE 

We are painfully aware that 40 years of fair trade has not done enough to counter 
the incredible power imbalances in international trade.  We are passionate about 
economic justice and believe that transparency is key in achieving this. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

We are actively passionate about equality: gender, religion, opportunity, regardless 
of background, heritage experience or inheritance. 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

We are increasingly concerned about the killer affects climate change is having on 
our partners.  We will bring people’s attention to the crisis which will be created if 
we overstep the UN’s ambition to pursue a limit to global warming of 1.5 degrees 
above pre-industrial levels.   

 

 

The Traidcraft shop at 
Wylde Green URC is 
open every Saturday 

between 10am-12Noon 

Also, after Sunday 
services 


