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Wylde Green URC 

Thoughts for the week commencing 6th April 2020 

This week's thoughts are written by Mark Miles and are based on 

Psalm 118: 1-2 & 19-29; Matthew 21: 1-11 and Philippians 2: 5-11 

 

Monday 

Psalm 118: 1-2 & 19-29 

Give thanks to the LORD, because he is good, and his love is eternal. 2 Let the people of Israel 

say, “His love is eternal.”  
19 Open to me the gates of the Temple; I will go in and give thanks to the LORD! 20 This is the 

gate of the LORD; only the righteous can come in. 21 I praise you, LORD, because you heard 

me, because you have given me victory. 22 The stone which the builders rejected as worthless 

turned out to be the most important of all. 23 This was done by the LORD; what a wonderful 

sight it is! 24 This is the day of the LORD's victory; let us be happy, let us celebrate! 25 Save us, 

LORD, save us! Give us success, O LORD! 26 May God bless the one who comes in the name of 

the LORD! From the Temple of the LORD we bless you. 27 The LORD is God; he has been good 

to us. With branches in your hands, start the festival and march around the altar. 28 You are 

my God, and I give you thanks; I will proclaim your greatness. 29 Give thanks to the LORD, 

because he is good, and his love is eternal. 

 

As I write this week’s TFTW it has been a week since we have been in “full” lockdown as we 

try to restrict the spread of COVID-19. The novelty for some of being at home or off school 

is now starting the wear off as the weather has gone from pleasant and sunny to quite cold 

and wet at times. As a nation our lifestyles have changed in a matter of weeks, if not days. 

We have all been used to coming and going as we please, going to the shops, going for walks, 

seeing friends and worshipping together and yet these liberties have stopped almost 

overnight, albeit for the right reasons.  

 

Our verses from today’s psalm (often overlooked in this week’s lectionaries) are a prayer that 

tells us that God is good and that his love endures and carries people through the ups and 

downs of life. The psalm looks to the past and speaks about previous salvation, but it also 

looks to the future when the Lord will come. The present is certainly a very difficult time as 

many people are ill or if not themselves, await news of loved ones and friends that are. We 

think and pray for all. As we all wait for the peak of the Coronavirus to pass we too should 

look to the future, a time where all this has died.  Whenever this is, we would do well to 

remember that whatever happens between now and then, God will be with always and 

ultimately save us. 

 

Hymn for Today: God is love: let heaven adore him; 

   God is love: let earth rejoice; 

   let creation sing before him, 

   and exalt him with one voice. 

   He who laid the earth’s foundation, 

   he who spread the heavens above, 

   he who breathes through all creation, 

   he is love, eternal love.     (Timothy Rees R&S 95 v1)  
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Tuesday 

Matthew 21: 1-5 

As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage at the Mount of 

Olives. There Jesus sent two of the disciples on ahead 2 with these instructions: “Go to the 

village there ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied up with her colt beside her. 

Untie them and bring them to me. 3 And if anyone says anything, tell him, ‘The Master needs 

them’; and then he will let them go at once.” 4 This happened in order to make come true 

what the prophet had said: 5 “Tell the city of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you! He is 

humble and rides on a donkey and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 

And so the inevitable clash between Jesus and the authorities that we knew had been coming 

for such a long time, is almost here, and to some degree the beginning, dare I say, feels a little 

bit stage managed. We know that Jesus rode into town on a donkey but our words from 

Matthew describe him as having a donkey and a colt? Why both? (Other gospels just mention 

a donkey) In fact why have either as Jesus would undoubtedly have travelled a long way 

already on foot, so why use transport at all? Well, in doing so, Jesus fulfils Zechariah 9: 4-5 

and also gives a nod to both David’s return to Jerusalem after Absalom’s revolt and also to 

Solomon who rode on a donkey on his way to be anointed King. Jesus is clearly making an 

overt claim to be king. 

 

Despite fulfilling the words of scripture, Jesus could quite easily still have turned back and 

gone the other way. He didn’t have to go to Jerusalem and to his certain death. Jesus could 

have gone on into the hills and disappeared, let alone drawing attention to himself on a 

donkey, but he didn’t. Jesus went head on to face the challenges that awaited him and to 

ultimately die on the cross to forgive our sins.  

 

As we continue to face the ongoing challenges of the coronavirus there are many people 

(NHS, carers, pharmacists, supermarket staff and other key workers) up and down the country 

that face a similar decision – “do I continue into work today to face the challenges that await 

me, or shall I turn round and go home?” they may ask. Thankfully the decision of many, if 

not all, is to continue into work to face these challenges and to strive to help and to make 

people well. There are undoubtedly risks associated with these people working as we hear 

more and more of front line staff contracting the illness and tragically of some that have died. 

Today, let us remember and give thanks for all these workers, both here in the UK and across 

the world, who do not turn back, but face the challenges ahead of them and continue into 

work striving to do well. 

 

Prayer for today 

Lord Jesus, as you rode into Jerusalem you knew so well what awaited you and yet you 

carried on. We give thanks today for the many workers of the NHS, carers, pharmacists, and 

other key workers who today set off on their journeys to work, knowing that vast numbers of 

ill people await them. Yet just like you, they do not turn back, but go onwards, determined to 

make a difference to the lives of many and to make them well again. Amen. 
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Wednesday 

Matthew 21: 6-9 
6 So the disciples went and did what Jesus had told them to do: 7 they brought the donkey and 

the colt, threw their cloaks over them, and Jesus got on. 8 A large crowd of people spread 

their cloaks on the road while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 

road. 9 The crowds walking in front of Jesus and those walking behind began to shout, 

“Praise to David's Son! God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord! Praise be to 

God!” 

 

As Jesus and his disciples arrived in Jerusalem they were met by crowds of pilgrims from all 

around the Jewish world celebrating Passover. It is possible that there was also another 

procession on this day coming into the other side of the City, thus why people were lining the 

streets. Jerusalem was in turmoil with many different factions jockeying for positions of 

authority and Jesus walked straight into this. The crowds were quite possibly having more of 

a demonstration, or march, than a pilgrimage walk, singing the Passover psalms (115 – 118) 

from which the words of verse 9 undoubtedly come from. Even though Jesus came to 

Jerusalem in peace, it appears he did little to cool things down as he arrived, with his 

followers adding to the emotion by carpeting the road with cloaks and branches. Interestingly, 

Matthew makes no specific mention of Palm branches - in fact it is only John who does this, 

inevitably drawing parallels to those that cleansed the temple two centuries prior. The crowds 

though were clear – they were sure they were greeting a king who will bring them liberation. 

 

How quickly things can change. Just as things changed quickly for us getting used to living 

under “lockdown”, things changed quickly for Jesus and his disciples. They went from praise 

to accusation, from love to anger, from hero to villain, from life to death. 

 

Hymn for Today 

Ride on! ride on in majesty!  

Hark all the tribes hosanna cry;  

thine humble beast pursues his road  

with palms and scattered garments strowed.     (H. H. Milman.R&S 209 v1) 

 

Thursday 

Matthew 21: 10-11  

 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was thrown into an uproar. “Who is he?” the 

people asked. 11 “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee,” the crowds answered. 

 

Good news!! The Messiah had come and so the crowds acclaimed Jesus as he rode in on that 

day. The people wanted and expected a conquering king and a military leader, not a 

peacemaker that rode in on a donkey, but they were willing to let this go. To some degree I 

have an element of sympathy for the people. They had seen the dangers of fanaticism and the 

cost that went with that and so they wanted a change, something different. Surely anything 

was better than what they currently had? They had heard about Jesus, the new kid on the 

block, someone who was different to all the others. Jesus thought differently, he had new 

radical ideas and undoubted integrity. He had to be better than the status quo, didn’t he? 
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Bad news!! Jesus wasn’t the conquering king or military leader they expected or wanted. 

Jesus was a disappointment. In a time where the people worshipped power and celebrities 

Jesus was not what they wanted. Not only was he a disappointment, he was a failure. He 

wasn’t the leader or hero they were looking for. They would make him pay for their 

disappointment. Later in Matthew 27 we read that Pilate asked the same crowd - “Which one 

do you want me to set free for you? Jesus Barabbas or Jesus called the Messiah?” 

“Barabbas!” they answered. “What, then, shall I do with Jesus called the Messiah?” Pilate 

asked them. “Crucify him!” they all answered. 

Thought for today 

What kind of leader do we want / need today? Who are our heroes? Are they the people with 

the most followers on twitter or post photos of themselves in luxury locations or is it the 

unassuming person next door helping others during this current crisis? 

 

Friday 

Philippians 2: 5-11 
5 The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had: 6 He always had the nature of 

God, but he did not think that by force he should try to remain equal with God. 7 Instead of 

this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, and took the nature of a servant. He became 

like a human being and appeared in human likeness. 8 He was humble and walked the path of 

obedience all the way to death— his death on the cross. 9 For this reason God raised him to 

the highest place above and gave him the name that is greater than any other name. 10And so, 

in honour of the name of Jesus all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world below will fall 

on their knees, 11 and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father. 

 

These verses may originally be those of a hymn or a poem that Paul has incorporated into his 

letter to the Philippians. Commentators are not too sure what lies behind these words with 

some suggesting they are biblical wisdom poetry and others suggesting they are a reflection 

of the story of Adam. Whichever it is, we see Jesus whom had entered Jerusalem in that 

triumphant way earlier in the week now put to death on the cross, today – Good Friday.  

 

I don’t know about you, but I have often wondered why Good Friday is called this, after all 

what is “Good” about Jesus being crucified? I have found two possible origins for the term. 

Firstly it may have come from Holy Friday or secondly from God’s Friday. In the Germanic 

language, where the term apparently originated, the word for good also means holy and is 

very similar to the word for God. Irrespective of its origin, the Lord’s death on the cross 

brought about the culmination of God’s plan to redeem his people and to bring us to eternal 

life, following his resurrection on Easter Sunday – but I will leave this for John to cover in 

next week’s thoughts! But before then let us, as we head towards Easter Sunday, fall on our 

knees and “openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 

Hymn for Today: The glory of our King was seen 

   when, with his arms stretched wide 

   to show his love to everyone, 

   our King was crucified.    (Margaret Cropper R&S 230 v2) 


